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Dear Maryvale School Community,

 

What is the PTA?  The PTA is the largest child advocacy organization with over 7 million members in the National PTA and nearly 220,000 members in the Maryland PTA, whose sole purpose is the education and welfare of all children at home, in our schools and communities. PTAs speak on behalf of children – who can’t effect change for themselves – at local, state and national government levels.  Local PTAs, like Maryvale’s, work together with principals, superintendents, school boards and other community leaders to make sure your concerns are heard and needs are met. State PTAs coordinate programs throughout the state on behalf of children. They organize volunteers to represent PTA views in your legislature and in Washington, DC.

The public schools pay to educate our children at Maryvale, but many of the extra-curricular events and activities at Maryvale are organized, paid for, or supported by the PTA.  We work with teachers, parents, and the school administration to decide what programs are best for the children at Maryvale.  We raise money, we have a budget, and we pay for programs that enhance your child’s learning experience.  

Who is the PTA?  You are.  Yes, as a parent you can have a vote in PTA matters, what programs we pay for, how we will raise money, and what events we will sponsor.  And we need your experience and insights to improve the PTA.  To become a member just fill out the enclosed application and send it in, or come to one of our monthly meetings.  A group of dedicated volunteers is elected from the membership to be the Board of Directors and to administrate the daily activities of the PTA.
What does the PTA do?  You may not be aware that the PTA sponsors and organizes the following popular activities at Maryvale:  International Night; Movie Nights; Spring Fling; Scholastic Book Fairs; Cultural Arts and Science Programs (such as educational and music assemblies as well as author visits); Staff Welcome Back Luncheon; Family Restaurant Nights; PTA Newsletter; Student Directory; Staff Appreciation Week; Weekly Maryvale E-mails; Weekly Phone Message; and after-school programs such as Hip-Hop Literacy Club.  The PTA also helps support the 5th grade field trip, new playground equipment, Media Center resources, and supplemental classroom materials.  Without the PTA, these programs would not exist through the public school system.
In closing, thanks to all the PTA members and volunteers, our Principal Karen Gregory, Assistant Principal Jennifer Till, and all the Maryvale teachers and staff.  Please join us by becoming a new member or renewing your membership, and please attend our first PTA meeting of the year on Tuesday, September 6 at 7 pm.  Our new shorter meetings will feature a guest speaker and end promptly at 7:45pm.  All meetings also include child care and light refreshments.  We hope to see you soon!
Sincerely,
Caryn Nagler





President, Maryvale PTA  

